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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

I would like to thank the SEGIB, the government of Spain, and in particular our friend Enrique Iglesias and his team for the opportunity to participate with you in this Forum which addresses a key and so often forgotten development issue. 
The human, economic and social costs of road crashes in Latin American and Caribbean are increasing year after year.
It is estimated that the annual cost of injuries caused by motor vehicles is about 1% of gross national product in low-income countries and 1.5% in middle-income countries.
The figures that describe this human tragedy are staggering.  The worldwide annual toll of 1.2 million deaths and 50 million injuries due to road crashes is unacceptably high.

Developing countries, and especially Latin America, are hard hit by this trend.  Let me give you some reasons why: 

· First, deaths and injuries from road accidents are disproportionately suffered by the most disadvantaged, with 80-90 % of the losses occurring in low- and middle-income countries.
· Second, the continued upward trend in the number of crashes in these countries, with traffic related deaths are forecast to rise by two thirds by 2020 in the absence of effective action.
· Third, by 2015 road crashes may become the main cause of disability among children and youth around the world.

In this already dramatic context, Latin America and the Caribbean already have the world’s highest per capita fatality rate from road crashes with 26 per 100,000 and it is likely to rise further to more than 30 per 100,000 people by 2020.  This compares to five deaths per 100,000 and declining in the world’s safest countries, such as Sweden, the UK and the Netherlands.
Some may ask “Why focus on this issue now in the midst of the worst global economic crisis in a century?”  The answer is that the cost of this catastrophe to the developing world is too high given that, unlike many other challenges we face, road accidents are preventable.  And the status quo—death and disability—is not acceptable.

For example, the economic costs of road traffic deaths and injuries in low- and middle-income countries are estimated at $65 billion per annum. 
The global cost of road traffic injuries is predicted to increase by more than 65 % by 2020 and by 2030, road traffic deaths and injuries will be the fourth major cause of loss of healthy years for the general population, and the number two cause of death for men.
In addition, safe roads are also efficient roads, and will reduce costs to commerce associated with delays and loss.  Partly because of low investment in efficiency and safety, transportation costs in Latin America are significantly higher than in the developed world and in many competing developing regions.  
The region’s logistics costs are estimated to be 16–26 % of GDP and 18–32 % of product value, compared with about 9 % of GDP and of product value for OECD countries.
Most important, however, is the fact that these cold statistics hide an enormous human tragedy.  Behind each of these numbers is a family losing hope about a better future, children that will need to fight harder to get access to opportunities because of their disabilities, mothers that will need to work two or three jobs because their husbands are dead or disabled.

A Shared Responsibility

Improving road safety is a shared responsibility.  Reducing these numbers requires concerted action across a number of sectors in any country or region.  Leadership and clear lines of institutional responsibility and accountability are crucial.  Better-designed, safer roads are important as are: 
· Enforcing good traffic laws to protect, and if need be, sanction road users;
· Developing and disseminating information and knowledge to educate road users about safety; and
· Improving the availability and quality of public health surveillance and emergency response systems.
This will not be easy to achieve.  It is a challenge however to which we must all rise.

Governments must join with the private sector, academia, and civil society to form effective coalitions to help design and implement national programs.  There are already many examples of successful partnerships, some of which we will be hearing about in the conference. Some examples include:

· The introduction and enforcement of seat belts

· Anti-drunk driving campaigns

· Improved driver training and vehicle safety
Many of these partnerships benefit from the assistance provided by international agencies and NGOs committed to creating and disseminating road safety best practices.
Changing behaviors is crucial.  The recent “Zero tolerance campaign” in Brazil for drunk driving has given excellent results with a reduction of more than 60% of deaths due to traffic accidents in the city of Sao Paulo. 
Role of the Transport Sector

In the region, the transport sector is intimately linked to road safety. Improving transport infrastructure in Latin America no only favors logistics and facilitates trade it represents a contribution towards improving affordability, efficiency and safety.
The bad news is that total investment in land transport has been reduced   over the past two decades, from 1.06% of GDP for 1980-85 to 0.37% of GDP for 1996-2001.  Partly because of such a low investment level, transportation costs in Latin America are significantly higher than in the developed world and in many competing emerging economies.
The region is one of the worlds most urbanized, but nearly 40 % of the urban dwellers live in poverty—the highest rate in the world—with limited basic services and few transport options.   
Expanding physical infrastructure –including footpaths, bikeways, bus routes, and roads-- and providing affordable mass transit are fundamental to improving the mobility of the poor and their access to economic and social opportunity.
Given fiscal constraints and the impact of the global economic crisis in the region, we are contributing to efforts to get better value for money from transport assets, including programs that:
· boost expenditure in high-impact areas,
· reduce congestion and pollution in urban areas,
· support innovative approaches to private sector participation through public/private partnerships,
· promote  the efficiency of public expenditures, and
· innovative financial products, such as partial risk guarantees. 

Let me give you some examples of our engagement in the region that demonstrates how transport projects represent a win-win solution in terms of road safety:
· The work carried out in countries such as Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Mexico and Argentina in urban transport reform is resulting in benefits in improved safety with dedicated busways on roads, safer access to transport, and removing unsafe or inefficient public transportation from the roads. 
· The work started with our clients in Argentina and Peru on safety improvements in key road infrastructure corridors will cover reduced road curvature, improved site lines, improved road signs and create better facilities for pedestrians.
Programs in these countries will tackle regulatory issues, such as the licensing of drivers and vehicles. We are also moving in the direction of preparing multi-sectoral road safety projects in demonstration corridors where infrastructure improvements along with enhanced enforcement are deployed. Collaboration with the health sector is envisioned through enhancing emergency response mechanisms along the demonstration corridor.

The Global Road Safety Facility and the International Community

But to improve the overall safety of road transportation in Latin America and worldwide, the international community must come together to share knowledge, best practices and increase synergies.  
Multi-billion stimulus packages have been set in motion in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and Chile, with major investments in infrastructure.  With the right guidance, we can ensure that new road systems produced from these investments are efficient and safe, reducing costs to individual countries and the region at large.
As part of the “Making Roads Safe” campaign launched in June 2006, the Commission on Global Road Safety called for:

· Investing a minimum of 10 percent of all transportation infrastructure costs in road safety.

· Raising $300 million by 2015 to help implement the recommendations of the World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention.

· Organizing a Ministerial-level conference on Global Road Safety, now to take place later in 2009 in Moscow.
· Developing countries to learn from the good and bad experiences of industrialized nations, and to set national targets and performance indicators.

The Global Road Safety Facility – housed in the World Bank but serving the interests of road safety stakeholders globally– was established in November 2005 to support the implementation of the recommendations of the 2004 WHO/World Bank World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention.  Its principal objectives are to:
· Strengthen global, regional and country capacity; 
· Catalyze investment in road safety; 
· Accelerate knowledge transfer; and 
· Promote innovative infrastructure improvements. 
Both through direct assistance and through partnerships with organizations like International Road Traffic and Accident Database (IRTAD) and International Road Assessment Program (IRAP), the Facility has made a solid start towards knowledge development and transfer, advancing innovative approaches to road safety improvement.
· Together we will be able pay more attention to getting the right institutions and people in place to manage and coordinate the national and regional response. 

· Together, we will ensure that national and regional investment plans are developed based on sound strategies and with appropriate mechanisms to measure and evaluate impact.
· Together we are going to have to allocate more of our resources, financial, technical and human, to address this pressing development priority!

It is key that the international community continues and expands its financial support to the Facility. We welcome new donor participation to increase the impact and reach of its programs. 

I thank you again for this opportunity and look forward to a very interesting, forward-looking discussion over the next two days on how to improve safety on our region’s roads.
Thank you,
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